
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. Makoto Asashima, Vice President of Tokyo University of 

Science 
We invited Prof. Asashima to our “SSH Super Lecture” on July 21 as a guest speaker.  At the beginning of the 

lecture, he told our students 1) to make good lifetime friends, 2) to be a person with a good personality, physical 

fitness and education, 3) to work internationally, and 4) to understand the law of nature and establish a 

philosophy of how to live.  Then, looking back the history of human beings, he explained about the severe change 

of modern society with some examples.  He especially talked about the progress of bioscience in detail and 

introduced the episode of how he found the activin.  In addition, he mentioned about the challenges of current 

medical & bioscience.  In the end, he emphasized that knowing the beauty of nature and learning from it will lead 

to the prosperity of the human race.   After the lecture, we had some time for questions and answers and he 

was happy enough to answer the questions from the students.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

        Mr. Asashima        Introduction of ancestors of embryology      student asking about epigenome  

 

◆Students’ reflections◆ 

◆ It was a good chance to reconsider how to live and behave as a Japanese person.  His research was very interesting.  

He gave us many messages, so I should keep them in mind and make a lot of efforts to make my dream come true. 

(3rd year girl） 

◆ It was a precious experience to hear the lecture from the specialist of what we learned from the textbook.  I 

was excited when I could understand what he was talking about.  I was especially interested that even adults have 

undifferentiated cells and wondered how those cells function in our body. (3rd year girl) 

◆ At first I wasn’t interested in science but was impressed by the enthusiasm of Prof. Asashima towards his research.  
I was especially interested in how he did the research with people in Berlin. (2nd year boy) 

◆ I’m very proud that the person who gave us a lecture today was from Niigata Prefecture.  I was not so interested 
in natural science, but his lecture made me think of how I should live in the future. (2nd year girl) 

◆ Prof. Asashima talked not only about science.  It was a good opportunity to learn about how we should live. (1st 

year boy) 

◆ Many students asked questions, which helped me understand the lecture more deeply.  I hope I can ask questions 

someday. (1st year girl)  
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